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1. What do elementary school teachers in the San Francisco Unified School District think about full inclusion as a practice in their district? 
The best way to answer this research question is through a survey given to a sample of elementary teachers in the San Francisco Unified School District to determine how they feel about full inclusion. This study would meet three major characteristics of surveys: using a sample (because of the size of this district, sampling elementary school teachers would be easier than querying the entire population) asking the sample of teachers questions about full inclusion, and using that data to determine the opinions of the group from which this sample is drawn.

2. Is there a relationship between students’ level of social skills and successful transition into mainstream classes?
This question might be answered with correlational research, which seeks to describe an existing relationship between two or more variables. This study would seek to describe the relationship between level of social skills and successful transition to mainstream classes. Using a correlation coefficient, researchers can determine the relationship between the two variables of social skills and successful transition. Both of these variables are quantitative and would therefore be more appropriate in a correlational study than a causal/comparative study.

3. How do individuals with physical disabilities perceive themselves in comparison to their able-bodied peers in terms of work-related activities?
The best method to determine the answer to this research question is to employ ethnographic (qualitative) research. Ethnographic research seeks to obtain a holistic picture of a group, in this case people with physical disabilities. An ethnographic study would allow researchers to document the everyday lives of these individuals and interview them extensively to determine their perceptions of themselves in relation to their able-bodied peers and would also allow for some kind of interpretation of the group.

4. Does a whole-language curriculum lead to higher student achievement than a phonics curriculum? 
The best type of research design to explore this question is an experimental design. An experimental design would allow researchers to place students in control, phonics, and whole language groups and measure their achievement following the type of instruction they have received. 

5. How are teachers implementing the whole-language approach to reading in their curricula at Harding Elementary School?
This question could be answered through conducting several case studies of teachers at Harding Elementary School. These cases, or individuals, could be studied using a series of observations and interview to order to gain some insight into how the whole-language approach is being implemented.

6. What were the key events that led to the demise of affirmative action in state hiring and college admissions in California? 
This question might best be answered with a historical study. Historical studies seek to describe or explain events that took place in the past. The research question states that affirmative action is no longer used in California and seeks to determine what events led to its demise.

7. How do magazines targeted at teenagers present information on safe sex practices? 
To answer this question, researchers might employ a content analysis. Content analysis is a “technique that enables researchers to study human behavior … through an analysis of their communications.” Teen magazines would be a type of communication. The safe sex practices beliefs of the publishers of these magazines could be determined based on an analysis of how they present information on safe sex.

8. Are the reasons Native American Indian students give for dropping out of school different than those given by non-Native American Indian students?
A causal/comparative study might answer this research question. Causal/comparative studies seek to determine the “cause or consequences of differences that already exist between groups of individuals.” In this case, the reasons for dropping out already exist and the researcher is seeking to determine the how or whether the reasons given differ between the two groups in order to determine the cause or why the students dropped out. Because group membership is a qualitative variable, a correlational study would not help answer this question.

