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Before I began Digital Audio, I might have rated my knowledge of the use of digital audio higher than that of many of my peers. I had created short podcasts for my students and regularly listened to podcasts based on my educational and personal interests. I do not believe many of my colleagues have either listened to or created podcasts. I had also used digital audio in my classroom. Students studying Shakespeare in my courses have listened to a popular episode of NPR’s program This American Life entitled “Act V,” which chronicles the work of Prison Performing Arts, an organization that brings Shakespeare and the arts into Missouri prisons. Because I have used digital audio both professionally and personally, I felt my knowledge of the use of digital audio was fairly high.


My first perceptions of our objective, “students will be familiar with audio research and audio creation tools in order to effectively use audio in the design, development, delivery, and assessment of instruction,” was that I might be using digital audio tools to create digital audio or perhaps to locate digital audio sources for use in our classrooms. Even though the objective clearly states students would become familiar with research, I admit I did not really focus on that aspect of the objective. What I learned in this course is that a great deal of research actually supports the use of digital audio in education. I also learned how digital audio works, which is not something I expected to learn. I also feel I learned more about file types and ways to incorporate audio into instruction. I feel in all that I met the objective and know more about research in support of audio as well as use of audio in instruction.


As a result of taking this digital audio course, I learned a great deal about the use of digital audio in PowerPoint presentations. I had never tried to use audio in a presentation. I had embedded video files to good effect in presentations I created for both students and fellow teachers. I found it to be difficult to time transitions to sync with the audio, and I believe the process of learning how to coordinate audio within a presentation was valuable. While it was not specifically an objective of this course, I learned to create video using audio and PowerPoint, which I believe will be a skill that will help my students. The clauses lesson I created is based on a real need I identified in my classroom resulting from my students’ performance, and after I finished the assignment, I also saved it as a video and told my students about it. They seemed excited at the prospect of having access to a video for review (I plan to post the video on the Web site I maintain for my class). I was also able to use this new knowledge to help students in my class embed audio files in presentations they were creating for my class. In addition to learning more about using audio in presentations, I also learned more about the actual audio itself. I admit I never thought much before about the different file types, but the assignment in which we listened to and evaluated different file types was interesting. I learned which types of files have better quality, and which might be better suited to uploading online. I also learned about relative file sizes and have a much better understanding of why mp3 files became the most popular file type for digital audio players. Finally, the most important transformation that took place in my learning is that I am determined to make digital audio a greater part of my classroom, whether I create lessons for students or they create audio. Not only did the research I read support its use, but I also see the value after creating a lesson incorporating its use.
