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Objective 1: to measure the degree to which a person appreciates modern art.
I think the best measure of the degree to which a person appreciates modern art would be an attitude scale. In the words of Fraenkel and Wallen, “The basic assumption that underlies all attitude scales is that it is possible to discover attitudes by asking individuals to respond to a series of statements of preference” [note: I have this text on a Kindle, which doesn’t provide page numbers; it is located in Location 3587-3590 on the Kindle device]. More specifically, a Likert Scale would be a valid and easy way to measure the attitude (or appreciation) for modern art. As I want to determine the degree to which a person appreciates modern art, questions like the following might be appropriate:

1. A course on modern art should be required for all college students, not just art majors and art teachers.
2. I like traditional artists such as Leonardo DaVinci more than modern artists such as Pablo Picasso.

3. I like to attend modern art exhibits at art museums.

4. High school students should study modern art as a part of their art curriculum.

5. Modern art is confusing and strange.

6. Museums should invest in creating more modern art exhibits and educational programs.

7. Modern art is not as technically good and creative as more traditional art forms.

8. I seek out opportunities to view modern art (art books, the Internet, art exhibits).

9. I don’t understand why people value modern art as much as traditional art forms.

10. I think the government should fund modern art initiatives with endowments and grants for programs and artists.

These ten statements would be accompanied with a Likert scale ranging from 5-1 as follows:

· 5—Strongly Agree

· 4—Agree

· 3—Neutral

· 2—Disagree

· 1—Strongly Disagree

The questions are framed in a mixture of positive and negative attitudes toward modern art. Thus, if a respondent circled 4 or 5 on questions 1, 3, 4, 6, 8, and 10, one could conclude that they have a generally positive attitude toward modern art; conversely, the reverse would be true if respondents circled 1 or 2 for those questions. If respondents circled 4 or 5 for questions 2, 5, 7, and 9, one could conclude that they have a generally negative attitude toward modern art, and the reverse would be true for respondents who circled 1 or 2. In analyzing the responses to these ten questions, a researcher could obtain a valid picture of the respondent’s attitudes toward modern art.

Objective 2: to measure the level of anxiety that exists among university students during final exam period.

In order to measure the anxiety among university students during final exams, I would ask that participants in my study complete a personality inventory.

A personality inventory allows a respondent to assess him/herself on a scale. Compiling the results could yield an overall picture of the students’ stress levels. Examples of questions that could appear on the self-checklist include (students place a check next to items that are true for them during exam week):

1. I have more trouble sleeping.

2. I notice that I check and recheck to make sure I’ve studied certain items.

3. I feel worried that I will fail my exams.

4. I have experienced more problems with headaches than usual.

5. I feel more irritable.

6. I have had more difficulty concentrating.

7. I feel more tired than usual.

8. My stomach feels more upset than usual.

9. The muscles in my back and/or neck feel tense.

10. I tend to cram the night before an exam.

11. My notes and study aids are disorganized.

12. I have trouble with procrastination.

13. I don’t feel that I make enough time to study.

14. I frequently have mental blocks during tests.

15. I do poorly on exams even when I know the material.

16. I have difficulty organizing my thoughts.

17. I have trouble understanding questions on exams.

18. My study area is comfortable and relatively free from distractions.

19. I worry that I will not do as well as my classmates/friends.

20. I worry about not having enough time to finish a test.

These statements would appear alongside a scale indicating students should check if the item applies:

· Frequently 

· Often 

· Sometimes 

· Rarely 

· Never 

All of these statements are common indicators of stress during testing situations. A high number of checks in the “frequently” and “often” columns would indicate that the student is feeling more anxiety than would be considered normal during final exam week. For instance, statements 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 are all common physical symptoms of anxiety, and if a student is feeling several of these physical symptoms, he/she is probably feeling anxious. Statements 2, 10, 11, 12, and 18 relate to behaviors shared by students who either plan poorly or don’t feel confident in their planning. Planning poorly or feeling unconfident in planning could result in an increase in anxiety that one will perform poorly on the exam. Finally, statements 3, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, and 20 refer to feelings or perceptions that can impact student performance on tests. If students feel these statements are true, they may become self-fulfilling prophecies. Therefore, these statements on a personality inventory should provide a valid measure of whether or not a student is feeling anxiety.

Objective 3: to measure attitudes of local residents toward the building of a new ballpark in downtown San Francisco.

In order to measure the attitudes of local residents toward the building of a new ballpark, I would create a questionnaire to be mailed to the residents. 

Questions I might use to determine residents’ attitudes include:

1. Are you in favor of the construction of a new ballpark?

2. What positive benefits do you see in the construction of a new ballpark?

3. What negative results do you see in the construction of a new ballpark?

4. What concerns do you have about additional traffic around the ballpark?

5. What concerns do you have about noise around the ballpark?

6. Do you plan to attend games in the new ballpark?

7. What impact do you think the new ballpark will have on your residential activities?

8. What concerns do you have about environmental impacts as a result of construction of a new ballpark?

9. What concerns do you have about the impact of a long-term construction project in your neighborhood?

10. What additional thoughts can you share about the construction of a new ballpark in your neighborhood?

One problem I foresee in using a questionnaire is that only respondents who have strong feelings one way or the other will probably respond; however, I would argue that it is precisely those people I would most want to question because those who have no strong feelings about the ballpark either way are most likely not concerned about any positive or negative impact a ballpark might have on their neighborhood. For the purposes of my research, I would be most interested in respondents who had strong positive or negative feelings about the ballpark. Respondents would compose short answer responses to these questions and return the questionnaire by mail. An online form version might be provided for those who prefer to respond in this way. Answers to these questions should provide a good gauge regarding the feelings of residents about the construction of a ballpark.

