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Need for Instruction

My students’ learning need is to be able to use commas correctly in their writing and apply comma rules to situations that arise in their writing in order to address a learning gap students have in misusing commas to join two independent clauses, misusing commas between subjects and verbs, and misusing commas to set off restrictive phrases.

Goal Statement

Ninth grade students will be able to use commas correctly in their writing and apply comma rules to situations that arise in their writing in order to address a learning gap students have in misusing commas to join two independent clauses, misusing commas between subjects and verbs, and misusing commas to set off restrictive phrases within the context of their writing assignments given a writing reference text, a checklist for editing commas, and a computer with a word processor in their English classes in the private school setting. 

Learning Domain

This objective appears to be what Gagné would term an intellectual skill, specifically the use of higher-order rules. This objective involves the use of higher-order rules because students will need to be able to apply the rules of comma usage and solve problems of comma usage including when to use a comma and when not to use a comma.

Instructional Analysis
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Target Population

These students are ninth grade College Prep 2 students with identified deficiencies in composition who are motivated to succeed in learning to use commas correctly and are satisfied in their environment.  In addition, they have the skills to be able to learn the goal successfully.  They come from the same religious background, but vary in their exposure to entry-level skills of composition, which means that this particular objective must not be taught until I am confident that all students possess the entry-level skills.  Their attitudes toward the content vary based on their previous educational experiences.  The students have demonstrated a preference for direct instruction with some opportunities to work with peers to edit their compositions.

Performance and Learning Contexts

My students will be accountable for learning to be able to avoid the three identified types of comma usage errors in their subsequent writing assignments both in the current school year and subsequent high school years.  However, it is difficult for me to determine the future performance contexts in which they will use the skill in their college courses or careers even though I know this skill is relevant to their performance in college and the workplace.  These students will have access to word processors in order to complete the assignment and will mostly work independently except for a peer-editing step in the process.  

Students will learn this skill in the context of a classroom and computer lab with appropriate access to tools and resources available to learn the goal as well as conveniences necessary for the comfort of the students.  Time constraints will be a factor in that students will most likely need to master the goal within the space of two weeks, but they will have access to appropriate personnel to teach the goal and space to learn the goal.  The learning environment does not simulate the future work environment in which students will apply the skills, but it does resemble the environment in terms of available tools.

Skills, Objectives, and Assessment Items

	Skill/Subskill
	Performance Objective
	Test Item

	Use commas correctly when joining two independent clauses with a coordinating conjunction and setting off nonrestrictive elements. Do not use commas to set off restrictive elements or separate subjects from their verbs.
	Given a computer with word processing software, writing reference texts, and checklists for revising, editing, and proofreading, students will be able to use commas correctly in a writing assignment, making no comma usage errors in using commas to join independent clauses with coordinating conjunctions, setting off nonrestrictive elements and not setting off restrictive elements, or separating subjects from verbs with a comma.
	Using your writing text and revision checklist, write an essay that includes three examples of using a comma between two independent clauses, three examples of using commas to set off nonrestrictive elements, three examples of sentences with restrictive elements not set off by commas, and no instances of commas separating subjects from their verbs.

	Use commas between independent clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction.


	Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will be able to correctly use commas to join two independent clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction making no more than one error.
	Using your writing text and revision checklist, write an essay that includes three examples of using a comma between two independent clauses.



	Identify phrases and clauses as either restrictive or nonrestrictive.
	From memory, students will be able to identify phrases and clauses as nonrestrictive or restrictive with 80% accuracy.


	In the space provided, identify the elements underlined as either restrictive or nonrestrictive elements. If the element is nonrestrictive, set it off properly with commas.

1. ____________ I forgot the homework that was due yesterday in my backpack.

2. ____________ The argument which had begun in a dispute over a chair lasted for an entire hour.

3. ____________ All students who were involved in yesterday’s altercation need to report to the principal’s office.

4. ____________ The flute player who wore a band tee-shirt played a scale.

5. ____________ The band which had arrived by school bus was warming up near the football field.



	Use commas to set off nonrestrictive elements, but not to set off restrictive elements.
	Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will be able to use commas to set off nonrestrictive elements and will not use commas to set off restrictive elements in sentences making no more than one error.


	Using your writing text and revision checklist, write an essay that includes three sentences with examples of using commas to set off nonrestrictive elements and three sentences with examples of restrictive elements that are not set off by commas.

	Do not use commas between subjects and verbs.


	Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will not use commas between subjects and verbs in their sentences, making no more than one error.
	Using your writing text and revision checklist, write an essay that includes no examples of commas used between a subject and its verb.

	Identify three rules for using commas correctly
	Given a writing reference text and checklist and a computer with word processing software, students will identify and apply the rules for using commas correctly making no more than three comma errors in their essays.
	Use your writing reference text and checklist to identify and apply rules for using commas correctly in a composition.



	Create compositions.
	Given a computer with word processing software, a writing reference text, and a checklist for revising, editing and proofreading, students will create a composition on the topic of their choice making no more than three comma usage errors.


	Use your writing reference text and checklist to compose an essay on the topic of your choice using a computer with word processing software.




Instructional Strategy
Sequence and Clustering of Objectives

	CLUSTER
	OBJECTIVES
	TIME

	1
	From memory, students will be able to identify phrases and clauses as nonrestrictive or restrictive with 80% accuracy.
	5 minutes

	2
	Given a computer with word processing software, a writing reference text, and a checklist for revising, editing and proofreading, students will create a composition of five paragraphs on the topic of their choice making no more than three comma usage errors.
	60 minutes

	3
	Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will look up comma usage rules in these references in order to ensure they have made no comma errors. They must be able to use the references without help.

Given a writing reference text and revision checklist, students will compare their use of commas in their sentences to examples given in the writing textbook without help to ensure they have made no comma errors in their essays.

· Given a writing reference text, students will compare their use of commas in their sentences to examples given in the writing textbook without help to ensure they have made no comma errors in their essays.

· Given a checklist, students will compare their use of commas in their sentences to criteria on the checklist without help to ensure they have made no comma errors in their essays.

Given a writing reference text and checklist and a computer with word processing software, students will identify and apply the rules for using commas correctly making no more than three comma errors in their essays.

· Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will be able to correctly use commas to join two independent clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction making no more than one error.

· Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will be able to use commas to set off nonrestrictive elements and will not use commas to set off restrictive elements in sentences making no more than one error.

· Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will not use commas between subjects and verbs in their sentences, making no more than one error.

Given a writing reference text and revision checklist, students will compare their use of commas in their sentences to examples given in the writing textbook without help to ensure they have made no comma errors in their essays.
	25 minutes


Preinstructional, Assessment, and Follow-Through Activities

	PREINSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

	Motivation: I will gain students’ attention by sharing a news story regarding a comma error made in a contract between Rogers Communications, Inc. and Aliant, Inc. that enabled Aliant to change the contract’s terms and charge Rogers additional fees for the usage of utility poles (link). Students will study comma rules through creating comma usage manuals that address each rule for using commas in their writing texts. Students will receive feedback and reinforcement as they work on the project.

	Objectives: 

Given a writing text, students will demonstrate the rules for using commas correctly by supplying clear rules in their own language and examples of their own design earning a score of 3.5 on a 4.0 rubric where 4 = exceeds expectations.

Given a writing text, students will demonstrate correct use of commas in practice assessments with 80% accuracy.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually on the usage manuals. Instruction will be delivered in the classroom using the following media: 1) the article regarding Rogers and Aliant; 2) computers with word processing software; 3) writing textbooks.

	ASSESSMENT

	Pretest: 

The pretest will ask students to list all the comma rules they currently know and give examples. Once these pretests are assessed, I can determine which comma rules to emphasize during the practice phase of assessment.

	Practice Tests: 

Students will complete writing textbook exercises on comma usage rules they did not demonstrate competence on in the pretests. The number or practices necessary will depend on the pretest results.

	Posttest: 

The comma usage manual will serve as the posttest. 

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

The pretests will be done individually. Practice tests that take place will be completed with “clock buddies” (rotating series of partners); practice tests that are assigned for homework will be completed individually.

Students will complete the posttest individually.

Instruction will be delivered in the classroom using writing texts for the practice test. For the posttest, students will use computers with word processing software and writing texts.

Direct instruction of rules based on pretests will be given using an interactive white board. Students will be able to use the board to make corrections to sentences that contain comma errors during instruction.



	FOLLOW-THROUGH ACTIVITIES

	Memory Aids: 

FANBOYS: the coordinating conjunctions used to join two independent clauses can be remembered using this acronym, which stands for for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so.

“When in doubt, leave it out,” is a mnemonic that can be used to help students determine whether or not commas are necessary.

	Transfer: 

Creating a usage manual that uses students’ own language for rules and examples will help them retain and transfer the rules to their own writing. This assignment replicates a real-world type of composition.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Instruction will be delivered in the classroom using an interactive whiteboard. Students will take notes individually and participate in classroom discussion.

Students will practice the comma rules in exercises from their writing texts both with partners (clock buddies) and individually through homework assignments.


Content Presentation and Student Participation

	OBJECTIVE: From memory, students will be able to identify phrases and clauses as nonrestrictive or restrictive with 80% accuracy.
	1

	CONTENT PRESENTATION

	Content: 

Prior to the date for this lesson, as students are engaging in the preinstructional activities of this lesson, direct instruction of the rule and examples of both restrictive and nonrestrictive elements.

	Examples: 

Essential element: Students will use the materials that are available on the assignment.

Nonessential: The students, who could only use the materials available, will work on the assignment.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will use writing texts and an interactive whiteboard. Students will work individually.

	STUDENT PARTICIPATION

	Practice Items: 

The students will practice using writing text exercises during preinstruction for this assignment. A quiz will serve as practice for the date of this assignment:

6. ____________ I forgot the homework that was due yesterday in my backpack.

7. ____________ The argument which had begun in a dispute over a chair lasted for an entire hour.

8. ____________ All students who were involved in yesterday’s altercation need to report to the principal’s office.

9. ____________ The flute player who wore a band tee-shirt played a scale.

10. ____________ The band which had arrived by school bus was warming up near the football field.

	Feedback: 

The quiz grade with incorrect items marked will serve as feedback.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will take the quiz individually. They will not be able to use their books.


	OBJECTIVE: Given a computer with word processing software, a writing reference text, and a checklist for revising, editing and proofreading, students will create a composition of five paragraphs on the topic of their choice making no more than three comma usage errors.
	2

	CONTENT PRESENTATION

	Content: 

Students will be directed to compose a five paragraph essay on the topic of their choice and use their checklists and their writing text to edit for comma usage errors: using commas between independent clauses, using commas to set off nonrestrictive elements, and avoiding commas between subjects and verbs.

	Examples: 

No examples are necessary for this part of the assignment because it involves application of previously learned material.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.

	STUDENT PARTICIPATION

	Practice Items: 

Use your writing reference text and checklist to compose an essay on the topic of your choice using a computer with word processing software.

	Feedback: 

As students write, I will circulate, giving specific feedback on their writing as they work and asking them questions about their writing as they work. In addition, written feedback and a grade evaluation based on a rubric will be given following the assignment.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.


	OBJECTIVE: Given a writing reference text, students will compare their use of commas in their sentences to examples given in the writing textbook without help to ensure they have made no comma errors in their essays.
	3

	CONTENT PRESENTATION

	Content: 

Students will be directed to use the rules and examples in the textbooks to compare with their own writing to ensure they have made no comma errors.

	Examples: 

No examples are necessary for this part of the assignment because it involves application of previously learned material.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.

	STUDENT PARTICIPATION

	Practice Items: 

Use your writing reference text to determine if you have correctly used commas.

	Feedback: 

As students use the books, I will give corrective feedback to students who have trouble making comparisons between the books and their writing.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.


	OBJECTIVE: Given a writing reference text and checklist and a computer with word processing software, students will identify and apply the rules for using commas correctly making no more than three comma errors in their essays.
	4

	CONTENT PRESENTATION

	Content: 

Students will be directed to use their materials to identify and apply rules for using commas correctly.

	Examples: 

No examples are necessary for this part of the assignment because it involves application of previously learned material.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.

	STUDENT PARTICIPATION

	Practice Items: 

Use your writing reference text and checklist to identify and apply rules for using commas correctly in a composition.

	Feedback: 

I give students corrective feedback as they edit if they have difficulty with identification or application of rules. In addition, written feedback and a grade evaluation based on a rubric will be given following the assignment.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.


	OBJECTIVE: Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will be able to correctly use commas to join two independent clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction making no more than one error.
	5

	CONTENT PRESENTATION

	Content: 

Students will be applying prior instruction of joining two independent clauses with a comma and a coordinating conjunction in this assignment.

	Examples: 

No examples are necessary for this part of the assignment because it involves application of previously learned material.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.

	STUDENT PARTICIPATION

	Practice Items: 

Using your writing text and revision checklist, write an essay that includes three examples of using a comma between two independent clauses.

	Feedback: 

As students write, I will give corrective feedback to students who ask questions about using commas between independent clauses. In addition, written feedback and a grade evaluation based on a rubric will be given following the assignment.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.


	OBJECTIVE: Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will be able to use commas to set off nonrestrictive elements and will not use commas to set off restrictive elements in sentences making no more than one error.
	6

	CONTENT PRESENTATION

	Content: 

Students will be applying prior instruction of setting off nonrestrictive elements with a comma and not setting off restrictive elements with a comma in this assignment.

	Examples: 

No examples are necessary for this part of the assignment because it involves application of previously learned material.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.

	STUDENT PARTICIPATION

	Practice Items: 

Using your writing text and revision checklist, write an essay that includes three sentences with examples of using commas to set off nonrestrictive elements and three sentences with examples of restrictive elements that are not set off by commas.

	Feedback: 

As students write, I will give corrective feedback to students who ask questions about using commas and nonrestrictive and restrictive elements. In addition, written feedback and a grade evaluation based on a rubric will be given following the assignment.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.


	OBJECTIVE: Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will not use commas between subjects and verbs in their sentences, making no more than one error.
	7

	CONTENT PRESENTATION

	Content: 

Students will be applying prior instruction regarding not using a comma between a subject and its verb in this assignment.

	Examples: 

No examples are necessary for this part of the assignment because it involves application of previously learned material.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.

	STUDENT PARTICIPATION

	Practice Items: 

Using your writing text and revision checklist, write an essay that includes no examples of commas used between a subject and its verb.

	Feedback: 

As students write, I will give corrective feedback to students who ask questions about using commas between subjects and verbs. In addition, written feedback and a grade evaluation based on a rubric will be given following the assignment.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.


	TERMINAL OBJECTIVE: Given a computer with word processing software, writing reference texts, and checklists for revising, editing, and proofreading, students will be able to use commas correctly in a writing assignment, making no comma usage errors in using commas to join independent clauses with coordinating conjunctions, setting off nonrestrictive elements and not setting off restrictive elements, or separating subjects from verbs with a comma.
	8

	CONTENT PRESENTATION

	Content: 

Students will be instructed to write a five-paragraph essay on the topic of their choice.

Students will be directed to use the writing text and checklist to identify and apply rules for using commas to join independent clauses and nonrestrictive elements as well as to avoid using commas to set off restrictive elements and between subjects and verbs.

	Examples: 

No examples are necessary for this part of the assignment because it involves application of previously learned material.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.

	STUDENT PARTICIPATION

	Practice Items: 

Using your writing text and revision checklist, write an essay that includes three examples of using a comma between two independent clauses, three examples of using commas to set off nonrestrictive elements, three examples of sentences with restrictive elements not set off by commas, and no instances of commas separating subjects from their verbs.

	Feedback: 

Written feedback and a grade evaluation based on a rubric will be given following the assignment.

	Student Groupings and Media Selection: 

Students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.


Lesson Allocation

	SESSON
	EVENTS AND OBJECTIVES
	TIME

	1
	Quiz on restrictive and nonrestrictive elements: From memory, students will be able to identify phrases and clauses as nonrestrictive or restrictive with 80% accuracy.

Composing the essay: Given a computer with word processing software, a writing reference text, and a checklist for revising, editing and proofreading, students will create a composition of five paragraphs on the topic of their choice making no more than three comma usage errors.

Revising and editing the essay using the writing text and checklist:

· Given a writing reference text and checklist and a computer with word processing software, students will identify and apply the rules for using commas correctly making no more than three comma errors in their essays.

· Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will be able to correctly use commas to join two independent clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction making no more than one error.

· Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will be able to use commas to set off nonrestrictive elements and will not use commas to set off restrictive elements in sentences making no more than one error.

· Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will not use commas between subjects and verbs in their sentences, making no more than one error.

Finished product: Given a computer with word processing software, writing reference texts, and checklists for revising, editing, and proofreading, students will be able to use commas correctly in a writing assignment, making no comma usage errors in using commas to join independent clauses with coordinating conjunctions, setting off nonrestrictive elements and not setting off restrictive elements, or separating subjects from verbs with a comma.
	5 mins.

60 mins.

25 mins.

(85 mins.)


Consolidation of Media Selections and Choice of Delivery System

	SESSION
	OBJECTIVES
	TYPE(S) OF LEARNING
	MEDIA SELECTIONS & STUDENT GROUPINGS
	DELIVERY SYSTEM(S)

	1
	From memory, students will be able to identify phrases and clauses as nonrestrictive or restrictive with 80% accuracy.

Given a computer with word processing software, a writing reference text, and a checklist for revising, editing and proofreading, students will create a composition of five paragraphs on the topic of their choice making no more than three comma usage errors.

Given a writing reference text and checklist and a computer with word processing software, students will identify and apply the rules for using commas correctly making no more than three comma errors in their essays.

Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will be able to correctly use commas to join two independent clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction making no more than one error.

Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will be able to use commas to set off nonrestrictive elements and will not use commas to set off restrictive elements in sentences making no more than one error.

Given a writing reference text and checklist, students will not use commas between subjects and verbs in their sentences, making no more than one error.

Given a computer with word processing software, writing reference texts, and checklists for revising, editing, and proofreading, students will be able to use commas correctly in a writing assignment, making no comma usage errors in using commas to join independent clauses with coordinating conjunctions, setting off nonrestrictive elements and not setting off restrictive elements, or separating subjects from verbs with a comma.
	This component of this assignment involves using intellectual skills to discern restrictive from nonrestrictive elements in sentences.

This component of the assignment involves using intellectual skills to create an essay.

This component of the assignment involves using intellectual skills to identify and apply rules of comma use.

This component of the assignment involves using intellectual skills to identify and apply the rule of comma use when joining two independent clauses with a coordinating conjunction.

This component of the assignment involves using intellectual skills to identify and apply the rule of comma use when setting off nonrestrictive elements and not when setting off restrictive elements.

This component of the assignment involves using intellectual skills to identify and apply the rule of comma use of not using commas to separate subjects and verbs.

This component of the assignment involves intellectual skills to synthesize information about looking up, identifying, and applying rules of comma use while composing a composition.


	For the quiz, students will work independently.

For the rest of the assignment, students will work individually using computers with word processing software in the school computer lab. They will also have their writing texts and will be provided with an editing checklist.
	Students will take the quiz in the classroom and do the rest of the writing assignment in the school’s computer lab.


Proposed Development Procedures


In order to plan this lesson, I will need to develop a checklist of the rule for using a comma to separate two independent clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction and the rule for using a comma to set off nonessential elements using word processing software; however, I will have an appropriate textbook, A Writer’s Reference, 6th Ed., by Diana Hacker, so I will not need to create additional materials.  I will both develop the instruction without any help and will not need to create drafts because I am a subject matter expert experience with the material and students; however, if I had not previously taught the material, the subject matter experts, such as my colleagues or principal, might help me evaluate the materials.

Proposed Formative Evaluation Procedures


The first stage of my formative evaluation would be to ask my colleagues or principal to evaluate materials or instruction and give me feedback about how to improve the materials and instruction. This kind of evaluation typically involves one-on-one discussion with these subject matter experts. After the materials and instruction meet their approval, I would select learners who have proven to be fair in judgment, honest, and open-minded and elicit feedback in the form of discussion, checklists, or questionnaires. Once I have these evaluations and have refined the materials and instruction, I would seek a small group, probably one of my classes, from whom to elicit feedback regarding the instruction. My students are fairly homogenous, and any of the classes I selected would be a fair representation of any larger group of students (i.e. an entire grade or the entire school). Finally, because of the nature of the project I have created, a true field test might not be possible, especially given the size of my school, but I could consider the first formal presentation of the instruction a field test and revise materials after this initial instruction. For example, if I use the instruction again next year, I would change it based on feedback from this field test.

Ninth grade students will be able to use commas correctly in their writing and apply comma rules to situations that arise in their writing in order to address a learning gap students have in misusing commas to join two independent clauses, misusing commas between subjects and verbs, and misusing commas to set off restrictive phrases within the context of their writing assignments given a writing reference text, a checklist for editing commas, and a computer with a word processor in their English classes in the private school setting. 














