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The four digital audio files may be accessed as follows:

· File 1 (Audacity WAV file)

· File 2 (Audacity MP3 file)

· File 3 (Sound Studio WAV file)

· File 4 (Sound Studio AAC or .m4a file)

For this assignment, I used the digital audio editors Audacity and Sound Studio on a Mac.  Both editors were easy to use in that all I had to do to record was click the record button.  In order to stop recording, I clicked the stop button for both editors.  If I needed to cut part of the recording, both editors allowed me to select and delete or cut the selection.  I felt that both editors were fairly easy to use, though I was already familiar with Audacity, so I found it slightly easier for me to use.

Both editors allowed for saving files in multiple formats.  Audacity allowed for saving in WAV, MP3, and OGG Vorbis formats, as well as Audacity’s own format.  Both WAV and MP3 are so versatile and universal that it may not be necessary to have more file types.  Sound Studio allows for more flexibility in saving files.  Sound Studio also supports WAV, MP3, and OGG Vorbis, like Audacity, but in addition, files may be saved as AIFF Audio, AAC (m4a), ADTS AAC, AIFF-C, Apple Lossless, Core Audio Format, NeXT Sun Audio, Sound Designer II, and Tab Delimited Text.  However, despite repeated attempts, I was never able to save my file as an MP3, nor was I able to discover why the file would not save as an MP3 based on the error message (“The document “soundfile2” could not be saved as “soundfile2”).  I received this message every time I tried to save a file as an MP3.  Ultimately, I saved the file as an AAC (m4a or MPEG-4) file, which is the same file format as Apple’s iTunes songs.  Because of the problems I had saving the file in a preferred format, I have to say I preferred Audacity to Sound Studio in terms of usability.  

The WAV files are quite large, while the MP3 and AAC (m4a) files were roughly the same size.  Given their smaller size, the MP3 and AAC files are more suitable for Internet use because they can be downloaded more quickly and can still be played easily on the computer with no noticeable difference in sound quality.  In addition, the WAV files are both quite large.  The Audacity WAV file was nearly 2.35 MB, while the Sound Studio WAV file was over 5 MB.  The Audacity MP3, in contrast, was about 427 KB, while the Sound Studio AAC (m4a) was almost 470 KB.  This great difference in file size makes both the MP3 and AAC files preferable for uploading to the Web, particularly if there are concerns about the amount of space for files.

When I listened to all four files, I could find no appreciable differences among any of them.  The sound quality of the four files was quite similar, although I admit some background noise crept in during both recordings; however, this problem was not due to the software but rather some hallway noise that the microphone picked up.  I do think the Sound Studio WAV file (file 3) was slightly louder than the other three, which is most likely because of the higher sampling rate; however, I did not notice the Sound Studio AAC file was louder, so it must be the WAV file format used in the Sound Studio recording that accounts for the higher fidelity.  I do not think the difference in sound quality for the Sound Studio WAV file was great enough to convince me that the file should be created in Sound Studio necessarily or saved in the WAV format.

