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1. Prior to participating in this program, my definition of technology included use of any tool in order to advance scientifically or sociologically. For example, using the longbow in the Battle of Agincourt against cavalry would be an example of technology because the English were able to defeat French forces, which were superior in numbers, as a result of having superior weaponry that enabled them to do battle at long-range.
2. Websites:

a. Wikipedia—http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technology 

b. Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary Online—http://mw1.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/technology  

c. The Principia Cybernetica—http://pespmc1.vub.ac.be/asc/ TECHNOLOGY.html 

d. Stuhlman Management Consultants—http://home.earthlink.net/
~ddstuhlman/defin1.htm
e. Extension—http://www.extension.org/faq/29531
3. Descriptions of websites:

a. Wikipedia—Though Wikipedia is a crowd-sourced encyclopedia and their articles vary in terms of quality and accuracy, I felt this article was fairly good; in addition, a study has shown that Wikipedia is as accurate as Encyclopedia Britannica (http://news.cnet.com/Study-Wikipedia-as-accurate-as-Britannica/2100-1038_3-5997332.html).. It defines technology as “the usage and knowledge of tools, techniques, crafts, systems or methods of organization.” This definition does fit with my idea that technology includes new techniques and tools, as in the example of the Battle of Agincourt. I also like the idea that the article gives the Greek origin of the word “technology,” which helps give me a better understanding of what its true etymological definition is—the study of an art, skill, or craft. 

b. Merriam Webster Dictionary Online—The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines technology as “the practical application of knowledge especially in a particular area,” “a capability given by the practical application of knowledge,” “a manner of accomplishing a task especially using technical processes, methods, or knowledge,” and “the specialized aspects of a particular field of endeavor.” The first, second, third, and fourth definitions all somewhat fit my own definition or idea of what technology is, though the dictionary definitions seem to emphasize methods over tools.

c. The Principia Cybernetica—The Principia Cybernetica Web’s definition of technology is “an object or sequence of operations created by man to assist in achieving some goal.” This definition is fairly broad, which is why I liked it. I think the definition of technology is generally much broader than most people might think, and this definition includes the idea that technology is something created because of a specific need. In the example I used earlier, longbows addressed a need to conduct warfare at a distance, and indeed one of Principia Cybernetica’s examples is the bow and arrow.

d. Stuhlman Management Consultants—This site’s definition of technology was very simple: “the set of tools both hardware (physical) and software (algorithms, philosophical systems, or procedures) that help us act and think better.” However, I felt it captured the essence of what I believe technology is—often a better way to do something, a better tool, or an advance in technique. 
e. Extension—This site describes itself as “an interactive learning environment delivering the best, most researched knowledge from the smartest land-grant university minds across America.” It defines technology as “a broad concept that refers to use and knowledge of tools and crafts, and how these tools and crafts affect our ability to control and adapt to the environment.” What I like about this definition is the idea that technology enables us to adapt. We can do things in new ways (often faster, more efficient, better ways) through technology. I think it ties in well with the example of the longbow, which enabled soldiers to change battlefield dynamics. 

4. Rejected websites:

a. NIH: Using Technology to Study Molecular Biology, Lesson 1—http://science.education.nih.gov/supplements/nih4/technology/guide/lesson1.htm—I rejected this site because it seems too narrow in its focus, which is a lesson teaching students what technology is. The site defines it as “a body of knowledge used to create tools, develop skills, and extract or collect materials” adding that “[i]t is also the application of science (the combination of the scientific method and material) to meet an objective or solve a problem.” While this definition does fit some elements of my earlier definition, its focus as a science lesson plan to help students look at technology through a specific lens caused me to reject it.

b. WiseGeek—http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-technology.htm—I rejected this site because I felt its definition of technology was too vague: “artifacts created by humans, such as machines, and the methods used to create those artifacts.” Also, a cursory evaluation of the site leads me to believe it might be unreliable. According to their About page, they are “are a team of researchers, writers and editors dedicated to providing short, clear and concise answers to common questions” with over 200 contributors; I was skeptical about the site’s validity upon seeing this disclaimer: “our contributors are qualified, but occasionally an error sneaks into one of our articles. That is where our wiseGEEK readers come in. In the ‘wiseGEEK features’ menu available on every article page, there is an option to ‘comment on this article.’ Every comment is researched and implemented where appropriate. Our qualified writers along with the army of readers ensures [sic] that our information is as accurate as possible.” 

c. ESRI Legal Information—http://www.esri.com/legal/export/export-definitions.html—I rejected this site because I felt the definition of technology provided was not only unclear, but also narrow: “Any specific information and know-how (whether in tangible form, such as models, prototypes, drawings, sketches, diagrams, blueprints, manuals, and software, or in intangible form, such as training or technical services) that are required for the development, production, or use of a good, but not the good itself.” Not only was the definition unclear, but it also seemed incorrect to me. If I interpret correctly, it seems to be saying that a “good” or product/object/tool cannot be technology, which I believe to be wrong.

d. Deardorff's Glossary of International Economics—http://www-personal.umich.edu/~alandear/glossary/t.html#technology—This site defines technology as 1) “The complete set of knowledge about how to produce in an economy at a point in time, including techniques of production that are available but not economically viable”; 2) The set of production functions available to an economy”; 3) “Referring to industries that are experiencing, or recently have experienced, technological progress.” This definition is too narrow in that it focuses on economics, which is the focus of the site. For my purposes, however, the focus was too narrow.
e. MIT Sloan—http://ccs.mit.edu/21c/iokey.html—This site directs users to look for “examples of a specific technology in use, such as the ‘Internet’ or ‘Decision Support Systems.’” Even after following that advice, users are confronted with vague information that never truly defines what technology is, and also leans toward a narrow definition of technology as computer-related tools, such as the Internet or software.

5. After having taken part in the ITMA program for two years, I think my definition of technology has been broadened to include the element of instructional design. I’m not sure I would have described the process of planning instruction as technology; in fact, I’m not sure I would have described any process as technology because I think it is easy to think of technology as new tools rather than new methods or processes, but for me the process of instructional design was new technology. I find that the more I learn about what technology is, the more broadly I have come to define it.

6. I would expand my definition of technology as the use of any tool or process to advance scientifically or sociologically or that helps us do anything better, smarter, faster, and more efficiently.

7. My definition has not changed in that it has always been rather broad. Perhaps it is my memory of encountering the term in history class in high school, but I learned that technology is a tool that is used to do a job in a new and better way a long time ago. I do recall that at the time, I had to shift my thinking because I did feel that technology was computers, gadgets, and electronics, and it would not have occurred to me to think of historical advances, such as the longbow, as technology. However by the time I decided to enter the ITMA program, I had already formed the nucleus of this broad definition.

8. I am currently a high school English teacher at a private Jewish school in Atlanta. I also sponsor our school paper and am on a faculty technology committee. 

9. Technology can obviously be an object I use to deliver instruction—whether it’s an interactive white board or even a chalkboard or textbook. Many people think of technology as a tool. However, it can also be knowledge I have that I can impart to my students or even my colleagues who may not have it, such as an idea for a lesson or even troubleshooting a problem with equipment. It can also be an activity my students or I do, such as a procedure we follow in order to complete a task—for example, writing a paper or creating a presentation. It can be a process I use, such as instructional design, to determine a need (for example, problems using our gradebook software) and find a solution that will fulfill that need (such as professional development or clear written or video tutorials). It would be difficult to name the ways in which ALL technology can be used and viewed in the context of teaching because nearly everything I do is essentially technology of some form, from the tools I use, to the methods I employ and assessments I make. 

10. I think that based on the ways I use technology in my classroom, my new definition is still appropriate and does not need revision; however, my former definition definitely did not encompass all the ways technology can be used in my job.

